
 

 

Dear Mayor Jones, Councillors Brady, Card, Carty and Roberts, and CAO Westgate: 

Westport in Bloom is pleased to respond to Council’s request for input on Westport’s new 
Official Plan.   

Our recommendations with respect to environmental issues: 
 
Westport in Bloom’s mission is to beautify the village while promoting responsible 
environmental stewardship wherever possible.  Our goals are to:  
 

• protect and improve our natural environment; 

• educate the community on environmental issues; 

• work together on projects for the benefit of our community and the environment; 

• contribute to Westport’s desirability as a place to live and to its prosperity by working 
toward these goals in ways that add beauty to the village. 

 
We believe that protecting and improving environmental quality must be an important 
consideration in all Village land use and investment decisions.  With this goal in mind, we 
recommend that Westport’s Official Plan:  
 

• establish policies to protect and expand the tree canopy on public and private land; 

• commit the Village to increasing the tree canopy on village property by 25% over the 
next 5 years; 

• require the replacement of any mature trees removed on public or private property;   

• require new developments to include tree protection/preservation plans that retain and 
incorporate existing trees, vegetation, natural slopes, native soils and other natural 
features, and that ensure a minimum of one street tree per residence; 

• require the use of environmentally friendly ground covers on public property and 
encourage it on private property; 

• prohibit the planting of invasive species on public property and discourage it on private 
property; 

• explicitly permit the use of non-invasive native and pollinator-friendly vegetation in 
street-front and boulevard gardens; 

• require that beautification on public properties meet and/or exceed current standards. 

• require that public buildings be maintained to a high standard not only in terms of 
structural integrity but in terms of cleanliness and aesthetic appeal. 
 

Our recommendations with respect to the community input process: 

In view of the vital importance of detailed informed community input, we urge: 

• that the process of seeking input not be rushed to meet an artificial deadline.  In 
particular, we ask that it be extended long enough to allow the new Council scheduled 
to assume office in 2023 to participate in the process, present their views to the public 
in the upcoming elections and contribute to the final product. 

• that serious effort go into actively soliciting input from residents, visitors and our 
neighbours in surrounding areas, all of whom have a vested interest in the welfare, 
economic vitality, sustainability and attractiveness of our community.  We recommend a 
series of well-publicized public discussions that exceed the current minimum statutory 
requirements. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these recommendations on Westport’s new Official Plan.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
Peggy Thompson, Co-Chair   Delvalle Lewis, Co-Chair 
Dolores Beckermann    Donna Easter 
Betty Jo MacDougall    Margot Rothwell 
Danielle Tapin     Barb Weir      
  


